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Marvine Colliery, Heavy Rail Scales Office 

HAER No. PA-183-B 
&5r 

Location: Located west of Boiler House No. 2, in a central position on the Marvine Colliery 
East Site, between the west side of Boulevard Avenue and the east bank of the 
Lackawanna River, between East Parker Street at the south and Interstate Route 380 
at the north 
Scranton, Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania 

UTM:   Z18 E446109 N4588021 
Quad:    Scranton 

Dates of Construction: Circa 1920 

Present Owner: Louis and Dominick DeNaples 
F & L Realty 

Present Occupant: Vacant 

Present Use: None 

Significance: Marvine Colliery is important to 1 

Project Information: 

of the Anthracite Mining Industry in northeast Pennsylvania, "The Anthracite Capital 
of the World" 1890-1930. The Heavy Rail Scales Office was important to the 
operations of the Marvine Colliery, for this building and its related underground 
chamber contained the platform scale apparatus used to weigh railroad cars filled 
with coal for markets outside the mining area. The underground chamber houses an 
intact Fairbanks Morse Platform Scale, the first type of scale invented to weigh 
loaded railroad coal cars. 

This documentation was undertaken in April 1990, in accordance with a resolution 
by the board of commissioners of Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania, as a mitigative 
measure prior to partial demolition of the Marvine Colliery to make way for 
construction of the Lackawanna County Recycling Center on the site. 

Dorothy Allen Silva 
Architectural Historian 
1288 Layton Road 
Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania 18411 
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LOCATION 

The Marvine Colliery, located in Scranton, Pennsylvania, at the borders between the city of Scranton and the 
boroughs of Dimmore and Throop, consists of two sites located adjacent to one another. They were divided 
by the Lackawanna River and operated by one company, the Delaware and Hudson Coal Company (later 
called the Hudson Coal Company. 

This study is concerned primarily with the Marvine Colliery No. 2, located to the east of the Lackawanna 
River, bounded by the Lackawanna River to the west, Boulevard Avenue to the east, East Parker Street to 
the south, and Interstate 380 to the north. 

The Heavy Rail Scales Office and a related underground chamber containing a Fairbanks Morse Platform 
Scale occupy a central location on this site, west of Boiler House No. 2, and directly west of the loading 
docks. 

HISTORY OF EQUIPMENT AND OPERATIONS 

The Marvine Colliery operated five weigh scales by 1920. Three small Fairbanks scales, located east of 
Breaker No. 2, were used for weighing motor trucks, and another small scales office was built at that location 
circa 1920.  An historical photograph designates this scales office as "Local Coal Scales Office." 

A second historical photograph depicts the "Light Rail Coal Scales Office" with Fairbanks Morse Platform 
Scale, which was also built in 1920 directly north of Breaker No. 2. Since the term "light rail" usually refers 
to mining railroads, it might be assumed that the Light Rail Coat Scale was used to weigh raw coal, which 
was transported to the breaker for processing. 

A third historical photograph, taken at the time of construction of Breaker No. 2 in 1920, depicts the "Heavy 
Rail Coal Scales Office" of this study. Here, railroad coal cars, loaded for transport to outside markets, were 
weighed.   This Fairbanks Morse Platform Scale was the largest on the Marvine Colliery site. 

The Fairbanks Morse Platform Scale was invented by a Mr. Fairbanks of St. Johnsbury, Vermont, as a 
method of weighing loaded railroad freight cars in the late nineteenth century (complete information on 
Fairbanks and the Fairbanks Morse Platform Scale can be obtained from the Fairbanks Museum and the 
Fairbanks Historical Library, St. Johnsbury, Vermont). 

DESCRIPTION OF ARCHITECTURE AND STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 

A small concrete and steel "I" beam structure, the Heavy Rail Scales Office is located four feet above ground 
level, with the lower level consisting of an open area with "1" beams supporting the structure above. 

The Heavy Rail Scales Office, measuring 20 feet 8 inches long (north-south) by 7 feet 6 inches wide (east- 
west), is in extremely poor condition, although the steel superstructure appears sound. 

Iron stairs leading to the north end entry are mostly missing, with only the steel supports remaining. All 
windows are broken; the door has been removed; and no machinery or office furniture remains in the interior. 
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Directly beneath (he Heavy Rail Scales Office is an underground chamber, measuring 8 feet long (north-south) 
by 8 feet 10 inches wide (east-west), which is accessible through an opening 8 feet long (north-south) by 18 
inches wide (east-west), by climbing down iron rungs set into the chamber's concrete walls on the north end. 

The underground chamber leads to another subterranean room, measuring 63 feet (north-south) by 13 feet 
(east-west). The walls of the underground chambers are concrete, one foot thick. The second underground 
room holds the machinery of a Fairbanks Morse Multi S, Model No. 30264 Platform Scale, which entirely 
fills the room, having dimensions of approximately 60 feet long by 10 feet wide. The roof of this room is 
actually the top of the platform of the scale and is visible above ground, being made of steel, with standard 
gauge railroad T rails mounted to it and leading south. 
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office 20' 8- K 7' 6" 

scale platform 60" x 10" 

ABOVE GRADE 

B'xno1 

n't.l^'t1 I  I   I  I   II  I' .'I  I  I.I1  I   l-l.TTETTT*?*?1  II   i  i  i.i   ■' i;i"»  IIIIT,W I   I   I  I   I  1   I  I.I  I   I  1.1 
■■*■■  

Fairbanks Horse flulti "5" scale in scale room 60' x 101 
i,*"i i i ■»■ i.i,i.»"i i I.I i i ii I'.TI"! ii i i"ir;i|,!iii i.i.t-'i tiii i.i.i ■ i i ■ i i.i.i;rut i, 
 rf**i-**'iiit**r--*ir' *fti**i*--**Tiir**tr""n-* 

BELQV GRADE 

PLAN OF HEAVY RAIL SCALES OFFICE 


